
 

 

 

 

 

 

July 9, 2025 

 

 
Aanii/Boozhoo, 

First and foremost, I hope this message finds you well.  I want to extend my sincere thanks 

for your continued patience regarding the matter of retail cannabis sales within the Whitefish 

River First Nation. 

As many of you are aware, this issue has been under careful consideration by Chief and 

Council since the moratorium on cannabis sales was enacted on August 26, 2018. Since 

then, WRFN has made significant efforts to engage the community, including forming a 

Cannabis committee and developing a Comprehensive Cannabis Strategy. 

We have also worked closely with local policing authorities and the UCCMM Tribal Council’s 

Justice and By-law Enforcement Division to ensure that any future approach to cannabis 

sales prioritizes the health, safety, and well-being of our membership. These collaborative 

efforts have been crucial in laying the groundwork for enforceable legislation. 

The next step in this process is to conduct a community vote. This vote will determine 

whether to lift the moratorium and move forward with regulated cannabis sales under 

WRFN legislation, or to uphold a restriction on retail cannabis sales under community by-

laws. 

In addition, two community meetings will be scheduled to provide members with an 

opportunity to review and provide feedback on the proposed Cannabis By-laws. Meeting 

dates and details will be announced shortly through community posters. Zoom access will 

also be provided for those unable to attend in person. 

Please note that the draft Cannabis By-laws—whether for regulation or continued 

prohibition—will be enforced following the outcome of the vote. These by-laws are 

designed to provide clear guidance and authority for enforcement moving forward. 

Miigwetch, 
 

Ogimaa Rodney Nahwegahbow 

WHITEFISH RIVER FIRST NATION 
17A Rainbow Ridge Road, PO Box 188, Birch Island, Ontario P0P1A0 
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